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JOINT OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME ROMANIA – UKRAINE – REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 2007–2013  

– ACHIEVEMENTS AND RESULTS –  

 

In order to prevent the emergence of new dividing lines between EU and its neighbours and to offer the partner 
countries the opportunity to participate in various EU activities, the European Union decided to finance different 
actions through Joint Operational Programme Romania – Ukraine - Republic of Moldova 2007-2013.  

After implementation of the 138 projects, out of 140, the achievements and results show how the Programme 
interferes with the people and organizations in the border area, helping to overcome border barriers, restrictions 
and other factors which can led to the separation in border areas. 

The selected projects were managed by 491 partners from all three participating countries who focused their work 
on the improvement of the economic, social and environmental situation in the Programme area, in the context of 
safe and secure borders. 

The below mentioned results are covering important themes like improvement of the economic performance, 
environmental challenges and emergency preparedness and small scale initiatives for a better interaction between 
people and communities living in the border areas. 

In order to improve the economic performance of the border area in a sustainable manner of the border economy, 
1436 SME’s benefitted from business facilities, 542 partnerships between universities, research institutes and 
business/local authorities were concluded, more than 2000 people graduated training courses, 15 joint integrated 
tourism products were created. 

Through projects supporting long term solutions to the environmental problems in association with environmental 
emergencies, 9 water and waste technologies were jointly implemented in the border area, 6 solutions were 
developed for fighting soil erosion, 15 collaborations were established on common problems of environmental 
protection and 9 networks contributing to risk prevention and early warning and emergency response were 
established. 

By implementation of “people to people” actions, interaction between people and communities living in the border 
areas was promoted and realized and 359 bodies were involved in these initiatives, 119 joint cultural events/ 
networks promoting regional CBC identity, including awareness campaigns for environmental protection in the area 
were organized, 34 information campaigns for citizens and rehabilitation courses for victims of people trafficking, 
388 exchanges and joint events for young people and 191 trainings/ meetings for professionals were developed. 
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CROSS-BORDER PROJECTS ARE CLOSE TO THE PEOPLE 

 
The East European Network of Excellence for Research and Development in Chronic Diseases  

CHRONEX-RD  MIS ETC 1840 

Chronic diseases are pervasive globally and their prevalence is increasing worldwide. The burden of chronic 
diseases falls disproportionately on socially disadvantaged people and impose a significant economic burden. 
While the magnitude of the chronic disease problem is high and equally affects Romania, Republic of Moldova and 
Ukraine, until the implementation of this project there was no regional cross-border collaboration to develop 
common unitary and cost-effictive public health interventions. Furthermore, despite global scientific advances the 
cross-border region of Romania, Moldova and Ukraine have fragmented health research initiatives which lead to a 
lower cost-effectiveness of the research, education and health care of chronic diseases compared with the global 
situation.  

As a first step to bridge the geographical, institutional and knowledge-to-practice gap responsible for the burden of 
chronic disease, the First East- European Excellence Network for Research and Development in the field of 
Chronic Diseases (CHRONEX-RD), a legally constituted interdisciplinary international structure was created in the 
frame of the Joint Operational Programme Romania – Ukraine – Republic of Moldova 2007 – 2013 to develop and 
implement multi-disciplinary and multi-centric research projects as well as multi-disciplinary training activities in the 
chronic disease field, and to attract public and private funds necessary to the development of the cross-border 
area. Under the auspices of CHRONEX-RD, approximately 400 health professionals from the three countries 
(including physicians of different specialties and researchers in life sciences) were trained in state of the art 
methods for research management and standards of clinical practice.  

Furthermore, a new concept in medical research was implemented, bringing together resources of clinical 
practices of primary and community medicine with modern research management strategies. Moreover, a state of 
the art research facility was created (CHRONEX Biomedical Research Center) where studies of therapies for 
cardiovascular diseases are already underway. 

In the future, CHRONEX-RD will contribute to the improvement of health services by translating into the medical 
practice the results of the research and the development of the research network connected to the education 
systems and to the health systems in the three countries. 
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Improving the ecological situation of basins of Prut and Dniester by improving  

sewage treatment systems in Chernivtsi and Drochia  

MIS ETC 1535 
 

Rivers carry their fresh and clean waters without regard for state borders and everyone in the area can use this 
valuable source of drinking water and enjoy among many other pleasant activities also fishing, swimming and 
rafting.  

When their courses are polluted by wastewaters from one country, then it has negative effects on environment and 
people living in the regions situated downstream.  

This situation has been identified for the Dniester and Prut rivers within the Romanian-Ukrainian-Moldavian cross-
border region. Dniester waters are used in Ukraine and Republic of Moldova while Prut waters are used in all three 
countries.  

As a results, specialists in ecological and technological field started to work together for finding the best solutions, 
in order to tackle the problem of pollution by untreated sewages. Within this trilateral project, partners from 
Romania, Ukraine and Republic of Moldova developed the backgrounds of the technical projects for the 
reconstruction of the sewage treatment plant in Chernivtsi and construction of a new sewage treatment plant in 
Drochia. 

Howsoever, not only infrastructure for wastewater, sewages and sludge treatment was developed, but also 
activities for upgrading the system of wastewater management in cross-border region and supporting human 
resources have been carried on. People involved in wastewater treatment from Romania, Republic of Moldova, 
Ukraine benefited from exchange of experience and best practices examples by visiting the new and innovative 
plants and getting in contact with the management solutions implemented in Austria.  

Activities performed during the project implementation will contribute to the improvement of the environment 
through prevention of water pollution by untreated sewages of two of the largest rivers in the area.  

These changes which hopefully will lead to cleaner environment does not have a split second effect, but their 
results will change the life of people by upgrading their living conditions in the long perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feasibility Study on Synchronous Interconnection of Ukrainian and Moldovan Power Systems to ENTSO-E 
Continental European Power System 

MIS ETC 2739 

Historically, the power networks of Ukraine and Republic of Moldova were part of the former Soviet Union’s 
common power grid. Its market determined a limited number of sources of supply, with obsolete infrastructure, 
huge losses and inefficient management. When one country relies on another to supply the majority of its energy 
needs, it exposes itself to intimidation, coercion and manipulation, which affects, ultimately, the people of countries. 

To minimize such vulnerabilities, when our countries are independent and the world economy becomes globalized, 
there is a clear option of integration into the European Union for Moldova and Ukraine and its internal energy 
market. The common request made to UCTE by the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to interconnect both 
electrical networks to the European System was approved in 2008, so forth the Project “Feasibility Study on 
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Synchronous Interconnection of Ukrainian and Moldovan Power Systems to ENTSO-E Continental European 
Power System” was included as strategic priority project to be financed by the Programme.  

The Feasibility Study, elaborated by a Consortium of ENTSO-E TSOs, offered a list of recommendations, 
determining rights and responsibility of the Parties regarding the following steps on the way to extending the 
ENTSO-E synchronous zone. 

This Project contributes to the consolidation of Ukraine and Moldova, by opening new possibilities to our countries. 
Technically for the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine the integration into ENTSO-E CE power system will add to the 
diversification and security of supply as having the ability to import/ export from ENTSO-E system without being 
limited by the island mode of operations. It will allow a more secure operation of the systems in cases of 
emergency.  

The cross-border impact of the project was demonstrated by the joint development of the project’s idea, on all 
sides of the borders. Human resources involved in the project from the partners’ side had the opportunity of 
capacity building. The activities promoted by the project are expected to continue by attracting future funds, by 
multiplying the project effects and the promotion of good practices concept in the cross-border region Romania- 
Moldova- Ukraine.  

Even if the project is implemented, the Ukrainian and the Moldavian partners are permanently sustained by the 
Romanian Partner and the Leader of the Consortium, Transelectrica, in undertaking the next steps. Upon 
implementation of the planned connection, the population of the involved countries shall benefit from enhanced 
security of power supply and sources diversification- in Moldova: about 3.6 million people and in Ukraine: about 
45.4 million people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP – the big picture of ENPI projects 

It is not a secret anymore that all programmes involved in European Territorial Cooperation uploaded data on a 

common platform for the use of different stakeholder, including media and potential applicants. 

This common platform is KEEP (Knowledge and Expertise in European Programmes), a great tool for the joint 

communication efforts which has now a new and friendly interface.  

Among the useful features you may find the following: 

 Searching projects and programmes per regions  

 Searching projects per Thematic Objectives/Investment Priorities  

 Partner search tool 

For the interested potential applicants in the 2014-2020 funding opportunities it is easy now to look for partners for 
your project, see who is looking for partners, see where you fit, build your network! Exchange project ideas! 

To get more of KEEP, please visit http://www.keep.eu/keep/. 

http://www.keep.eu/keep/

